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Settlement, who would sacrifice their all to uphold Indians' honour
in South Africa,
In Benares the Indian National (lougress wet under the president-
ship ofCokhale in December, (Jokhale remarked that lie was called
to take charge* of th<* vessel of the Congress with rocks ahead and
angry waves heating around, and invoked the divine guidance,
Referring' to the partition of Bengal he denounced it as ua cruel
wrong'11 and indignantly Hung hack Lord Cur/on\s false assertion
thai the agitation was "manufactured", declaring that nothing more
intense, widespread and spontaneous had ever heen seen in Indian
political agitation.
Speaking of the swadeshi movement, Cokhnle observed;
"The devotion to the motherland, which is enshrined in flu* highest
swadeshi, is an influence so profound and so passionate that its very
thought thrills and its actual touch lifts one out of oneself, India
needs today above everything else that the gospel of tins devotion
should he preached to high aad low, to prince and to peasant, in
town and in hamlet, till the service of the motherland becomes, with
us as overwhelming a passion as it is in Japan.*1
'This Congress appointed (Jokhale as its delegate to urge the more
pressing proposals of the Congress on (he authorities in KnghnuL
The Congress again placed on record its sense of deep regret that
British Indians should continue to be subjected to harassing and
degrading1 restrictions in South Africa,